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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

HARTLAND, MAINE

C H U R C H   C O N S T I T U T I O N

Doctrinal Statement

1. THE SCRIPTURES

WE BELIEVE that "all Scripture is given by inspiration of God", by which we understand the whole Bible is inspired in the sense that holy men of God "were moved by the Holy Spirit" to write the very words of Scripture. By Scripture is meant all of the 39 books of the Old Testament and 27 books of the New Testament, inerrant in the original writings. This divine inspiration extends equally and fully to all parts of the writing -- historically poetical, doctrinal, and prophetical -- as appeared in the original manuscripts. All the Scriptures center about the Lord Jesus Christ in His person and work in His first and second coming, and hence that no portion, even of the Old Testament, is properly read, or understood until it leads to Him. All the Scriptures were designed for our practical instructional and that they are the supreme infallible authority in all matters of faith and conduct. Mark 12:26, 36, 13:11; Luke 24:27, 44; John 4:39; Acts 1:16; Acts 17:2, 3; 18:28; 26:22, 23; 28:23; Romans 15:4; I Corinthians 2:13; 10:11; II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:21
2. THE GODHEAD

WE BELIEVE that God is one God, eternally existing in three persons - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit - having precisely the same nature, attributes, and perfections, and worthy of precisely the same homage, confidence, and obedience. Matthew 28:18, 19; Mark 12:29; John 1:14; Acts 5:3,4; II Corinthians 13:14; Hebrews 1:1-3; Revelation 1:4-6
3. GOD THE FATHER

WE BELIEVE that the Father is perfect in holiness, infinite in wisdom, measureless in power. We rejoice that He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of men, that He hears and answers prayer, and that He saves from sin and death all who come to Him through the Lord Jesus Christ.
4. GOD THE SON

WE BELIEVE that, as provided and proposed by and as preannounced in the prophecies of the Scriptures, the eternal Son of God came into the world that He might manifest God to men, fulfill prophecy, and become the Redeemer of a lost world. To this end, He was born of the virgin, and received a human body and a sinless human nature. Luke 1:30-35; John 1:18; Hebrews 4:15
WE BELIEVE that, on the human side, He became and remained a perfect man, but sinless throughout His life; yet He retained His absolute deity, being at the same time very God and very man, and that His earth-life sometimes functioned within the sphere of that which was human and sometimes within the sphere of that which was divine. Luke 2:40; John 1:1, 2; Philippians 2:5-8
WE BELIEVE that in fulfillment of prophecy He came first to Israel as her Messiah-King, and that being rejected of that nation He, according to the eternal counsels of God, gave His life a ransom for all. John 1:11; Acts 2:22-24; I Timothy 2:6

WE BELIEVE that, in infinite love for the lost, He voluntarily accepted His Father's will and became the divinely provided sacrificial lamb and took away the sin of the world; bearing the holy judgments against sin which the righteousness of God must impose. His death was, therefore, substitutionary in the most absolute sense - the just for the unjust - and by His death He became the Savior of the lost. John 1:29; Romans 3:26; II Corinthians 5:14; Hebrews 10:5-14; I Peter 3:18
WE BELIEVE that, according to the Scriptures, He arose from the dead in the same body, though glorified, in which He had lived and died, and that His resurrection body is the pattern of that body which ultimately will be given to all believers. John 20:20; Philippians 3:20
WE BELIEVE that, on departing from the earth, He was accepted of His Father and that His acceptance is a final assurance to us that His redeeming work was perfectly accomplished. Hebrews 1:3
WE BELIEVE that, He became Head over all things to the Church, which is His body, and in His ministry He ceases not to intercede and advocate for the saved. Ephesians 1:22, 23; Hebrews 7:25; I John 2:1
WE BELIEVE in the pre-millennial, pre-tribulational rapture of the church; that Jesus Christ is coming again before the Tribulation Period to take His bride away to heaven; rescue her from the wrath to come, and that this return is distinct from His Second Coming to the earth to judge and to rule the earth with the saints for a literal period of one thousand years. I Thessalonians 4:14-18; I Thessalonians 5:1-11; John 14:1-3; Revelation 3:10; Matthew 25:31-46; Revelation 19:11-21; Revelation 20:1-6
5. GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

WE BELIEVE that the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the blessed Trinity, though omnipresent from all eternity, took up His abode in the world in a special sense on the day of Pentecost according to the divine promise, dwells in every believer, and by His baptism unites all to Christ in one body, and that He, as the indwelling One, is the source of all power and all acceptable worship and service. He never takes His departure from the Church, nor from the feeblest of the saints, but is ever present to testify of Christ; He seeks to occupy the believers with Christ and not with themselves nor with their experiences. His abode in the world in this special sense will cease when Christ comes to receive His own at the completion of the Church. John 14:16, 17; John 16:7-15; I Corinthians 6:19; Ephesians 2:22; II Thessalonians 2:7 

WE BELIEVE that, in this age, certain well-defined ministries are committed to the Holy Spirit, and that it is the duty of every Christian to understand them and to be adjusted to them in his own life and experience. These ministries are: The restraining of evil in the world respecting sin, righteousness, and judgment; the regenerating of all believers; the indwelling and anointing of all who are saved, thereby sealing them unto the day of redemption; the baptizing into one body of Christ of all who are saved; and the continued filling for power, teaching, and service of those among the saved who are yielded to Him and who are subject to His will. John 3:6; John 16:7-11; Romans 8:9; I Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:30; Ephesians 5:18; II Thessalonians 2:7; I John 2:20-27
WE BELIEVE that speaking in tongues was never the common or necessary sign of the baptism nor of the filling of the Spirit, and that deliverance of the body form sickness or death awaits the consummation of our salvation in the resurrection. Acts 4:8, 31; Romans 8:23; I Corinthians 13:8
6. SATAN AND ANGELS

WE BELIEVE that God created an innumerable company of sinless spiritual beings, known as angels; that one, "Lucifer, son of the morning" - the highest in rank - sinned through pride, thereby becoming Satan; that a great company of the angels followed him in his moral fall, some of whom became demons and are active as his agents and associates in the prosecution of his unholy purposes, while others who fell are "reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day." Isaiah 14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:11-19; I Timothy 3:6; II Peter 2:4
WE BELIEVE that Satan is the originator of sin, and that, under the permission of God, he, though subtlety, led our first parents into transgression, thereby accomplishing their moral fall and subjecting them and their prosperity to his own power; that he is the enemy of God and the people of God, opposing and exalting himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped; and that he who in the beginning said, "I will be like the most High," in his warfare appears as an angel of light, even counterfeiting the works of God by fostering religious movements and systems of doctrine, which systems in every case are characterized by a denial of the efficiency of the blood of Christ and of salvation by grace alone. Genesis 3:1-19; Romans 5:12-14; II Corinthians 4:3, 4; II Corinthians 11:13; Ephesians 6:10, 12; II Thessalonians 1:4; I Timothy 4:1-3
WE BELIEVE that Satan was judged at the cross, though not then executed, and that he, a usurper, now rules as the "god of the world"; that at the second coming of Christ, Satan will be bound and cast into the abyss for a thousand years, and after the thousand years, he will be loosed for a little season and then "cast into the lake of fire and brimstone", where he "shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever". II Corinthians 4:4; Revelation 20:1-3, 10
WE BELIEVE that a great company of angels kept their holy estate and are before the throne of God, from whence they are sent forth as ministering spirits to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation. Luke 15:10; Ephesians 1:21; Hebrews 1:14; Revelation 7:12
WE BELIEVE that man was made lower than the angels; and that in His incarnation; Christ took for a little time this lower place that He might lift the believer to His own sphere above the angels. Hebrews 2:6-10
7. MAN CREATED AND FALLEN

WE BELIEVE that man was originally created in the image and after the likeness of God; and that he fell through sin, and, as a consequence of his sin, lost his spiritual life, becoming dead in trespasses and sins, and that he became subject to the power of the devil.

WE BELIEVE that his spiritual death, or total depravity of the human nature, has been transmitted to the entire human race of man, the Man Christ Jesus alone being excepted; and hence that every child of Adam is born into the world with a nature which not only possesses no spark of divine life, but is essentially and unchangeable bad apart from the divine grace. Genesis 1:26; 2:17; 6:5; Psalm 14:1-3; 51:5; Jeremiah 17:9; John 3:6; 5:40; 6:53; Romans 3:10-19; 8:6,7; Ephesians 2:1-3; I Timothy 5:6; I John 3:8
WE BELIEVE in a literal, historical interpretation of the entire narrative of Genesis, to include: God's creation of the material universe out of nothing (ex-nihilo) in six literal twenty-four hour days, a literal Adam and Eve as the parents of all mankind, a literal fall in the Garden of Eden, and a literal universal flood.  Genesis 1-9; Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 11:3 (Paragraph added February 12, 2012)
8. SALVATION THROUGH CHRIST

WE BELIEVE that, owing to universal death through sin, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless born again, and that no degree of reformation however great, no attainments in morality however high, no culture however attractive, no baptism or other ordinance however administered, can help the sinner to take even one step toward heaven; but a new nature imparted from above, a new life implanted by the Holy Spirit through the Word, is absolutely essential to salvation and only those thus saved are sons of God.

WE BELIEVE, also, that our redemption has been accomplished solely by the blood of Jesus Christ, Who was made to be sin and was made to be sin and was made a curse for us, dying in our room and stead; and that no repentance, no feeling, no faith, no resolutions, no sincere efforts, no submission to the rules and regulations of any church or all the churches that have existed since the days of the Apostles, can add in the very least degree to the value of the blood, or to the merit of the finished work wrought for us by Him Who united in His person true and proper deity with perfect and sinless humanity. Leviticus 17:11; Isaiah 64:6; Matthew 26:28; John 3:15, 18; Philippians 3:4-9; Romans 5:6-9; II Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13, 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; Titus 3:5; James 1:18; I Peter 1:18,19
WE BELIEVE that the new birth of the believer comes only through faith in Christ and that repentance is a vital part of believing, and is in no way, in itself, a separate and independent condition of salvation; nor are any other acts such as confession, baptism, prayer, or faithful service, to be added to believing as a condition of salvation. John 1:12, 3:16,18,36; 5:24; 6:29; Acts 13:39; 16:31; Romans 1:16, 17; 3:22, 26; 4:5; 10:5; Galatians 3:22
9. SECURITY AND ASSURANCE

WE BELIEVE that, because of the eternal purpose of God towards the objects of His love, because of His freedom to exercise grace toward the meritless on the ground of the propitiatory blood of Christ in heaven, because of the immutability of the unchangeable covenants of God, because of the regenerating abiding presence of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of all who are saved, we and all true believers everywhere, once saved, shall be kept saved forever.

WE BELIEVE, however, that God is a Holy and Righteous Father; and that, since He cannot overlook the sin of His children, He will when they persistently sin, chasten them and correct them in infinite love; but having undertaken to save them and keep them forever, apart from all human merit, He, who cannot fail, will in the end present every one of them faultless before the presence of His glory and conformed to the image of His Son. John 5:24; 10:28; 13:1; 14:16-27; 17:11; Romans 8:29; I Corinthians 6:19; Hebrews 7:25; I John 2:1, 2; 5:13; Jude 1:24
WE BELIEVE, it is the privilege, not only of some, but of all who are born again by the Spirit through faith in Jesus Christ as revealed in the Scriptures, to be assured of their salvation from the very day they take Christ to be their Savior; and that this assurance is not founded upon only fancied discovery of their own worthiness or fitness, but wholly upon the testimony of God in His written Word, exciting within His children, love, gratitude, and obedience. Luke 10:20; 21:32; II Corinthians 5:1; 6-8; II Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 10:22; I John 5:13
10. THE CHURCH

WE BELIEVE that the Church is a living spiritual body of which Christ is the Head. All who are united to the risen and ascended Son of God in salvation are members of the Church, which is the body and bride of Christ, which began at Pentecost and is completely distinct from Israel. The members of the church are constituted as such, regardless of membership or non-membership in the organized churches of earth. We affirm that a local church is a company of believers of Jesus Christ, immersed on a credible confession of faith, and associated for worship, work and fellowship. These churches are committed for perpetual observance, the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, and that God has laid upon them the task of proclaiming to a lost world the Gospel of Christ.

WE BELIEVE, that by the same Spirit, all believers in this age are baptized into, and thus become, one body, that is Christ’s, whether Jews or Gentiles, and having become members one of another, are under solemn duty to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, rising above all sectarian differences, and loving one another with a pure heart fervently. Matthew 16:16-18; Acts 2:42-47, Romans 12:5; I Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians 1:20-23; 4:3-10; Colossians 3:14,15
11. CHRISTIAN'S WALK AND SERVICE

WE BELIEVE that we are called with a holy calling, to walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, and so to live in the power of the indwelling Spirit that we will not fulfill the lust of the flesh. But the flesh with its fallen, Adamic nature, which in this life is never eradicated, being with us to the end of our earthly pilgrimage, needs to be kept in subjection to Christ by the Spirit of God or it will surely manifest its presence in our lives to the dishonor of our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 6:11-13; 8:2,3,12,13; Galatians 5:16-23; Ephesians 4:22-24; I Peter 1:14-16; I John 1:4-7; 3:5-9
WE BELIEVE that divine, enabling gifts for service are bestowed by the Spirit upon all who are saved. While there is a diversity of gifts, each believer is energized by the same Spirit, and each is called to his own divinely appointed service as the Spirit may will. In the Apostolic church there were certain gifted men-apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers - who were appointed by God for the perfecting of the saints unto their work of the ministry. Today, some men are especially called of God to be evangelists, pastors, and teachers, and that it is the fulfilling of His will and to His eternal glory that these shall be sustained and encouraged in their service for God. Romans 12:6; I Corinthians 12:4-11; Ephesians 4:11
WE BELIEVE that, wholly apart from salvation benefits, which are bestowed equally upon all who believe, rewards are promised according to the faithfulness of each believer in his service for his Lord, and that these rewards will be bestowed at the judgment seat of Christ after He comes to receive His own to Himself. I Corinthians 3:9-15; 9:18-27; II Corinthians 5:10
WE BELIEVE that it is the explicit message of our Lord Jesus Christ to those whom He has saved that they are sent forth by Him into the world even as He was sent forth of His Father into the world. Once a person is saved, they are divinely reckoned to be related to this world as strangers and pilgrims, ambassadors and witnesses, and that their primary purpose in life should be to make Christ known to the whole world. Matthew 28:18, 19; Mark 16:15; John 17:18; Acts 1:8; II Corinthians 5:18-20; I Peter 1:17; 1:11
WE BELIEVE the term “marriage” has only one meaning: An act sanctioned by God, which joins one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to only occur between a man and a woman who are married to each other. We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity occur outside of a marriage between a man and a woman. We believe that “common law” marriages, “civil unions”, “domestic partnerships”, “same-sex marriages” and similar unions are all violations of God’s plan. We believe that any form of sexual immorality, such as adultery, fornication, homosexuality, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, pornography, or any attempt to change one’s gender, or disagreement with one’s biological gender, is sinful and offensive to God. We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of the church as the local Body of Christ, and to provide a biblical role model to the church or members and the community, it is imperative that all members and all persons employed by the church or day school in any capacity, or who serve as volunteers in the church or day school in any capacity, should abide by and agree to this statement and conduct themselves accordingly. Genesis 2:18, 24; Exodus 20:14; 1 Corinthians 7:2; Genesis 18-19; Leviticus 18:6-24; Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9,18; Galatians 5:19; 1 Timothy 1:9-10 (Paragraph added February 12, 2012)
12.  AUTONOMY OF THE LOCAL CHURCH

WE BELIEVE that every human being is responsible to God alone in all matters of faith; that each church is independent and must be free from interference by any ecclesiastical or political authority; and therefore, Church and State must be kept separate as having different functions. The churches in their government and discipline are to be entirely separate and independent of each other.

WE BELIEVE faith in Jesus Christ to be individual, personal and to be obtained purely voluntarily by accepting the scriptural injunction that "whosoever will may come". It is the privilege of the local church to persuade men to embrace the grace of God as found in Jesus Christ. The local church, composed of believers as one body in Christ, offers complete religious liberty for everybody as governed of the people, by the people, and for the people.


Reposing our faith wholly in the Lord Jesus Christ for our salvation believing in the teachings and practices of the Word of God, we adopt these preceding statements as those great distinctives for which Baptists have stood.


We, therefore, band together as a body of immersed believers in Jesus Christ, and adopt for our government, plan of worship, and service, the following articles:
ARTICLE I--NAME

This church shall be known as The First Baptist Church of Hartland.

ARTICLE II--PURPOSE

The purpose of this Church shall be: to win people to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, thereby glorifying God in the salvation of souls; the maintaining of public Christian worship; the study and teaching of the Bible; the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; the administration of the New Testament ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper; the spiritual improvement of its members in Christian edification; the defense of the "Faith once delivered unto the saints"; to exert as far as possible a Christian and moral influence in the community; and to promote a missionary spirit and testimony in the world at large; *and to ordain or license a man, who upon examination is deemed qualified, into full-time ministry. (* Last clause added February 5, 1995)
ARTICLE III--GOVERNMENT

The government of this church, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, is vested in the body of believers who compose it. This church acknowledges the Lord Jesus Christ only as its Head, and receives the Holy Scriptures as the only infallible guide in matters of faith, church order, and discipline, and is not responsible to any other ecclesiastical body.

ARTICLE IV--MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Qualifications

All persons wishing to unite with this church, upon confession of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ shall appear before the membership committee at a time to be arranged and shall be examined as to the basis of their salvation and as to their Christian experience. Such persons having not been previously baptized will be expected to fulfill the Lord's commission in the ordinance of baptism before uniting with the church. Those persons wishing to unite with the church upon confession of their faith shall, at the discretion of the deacons, undergo a period of instruction under the guidance of the membership committee.

Candidates for baptism or membership shall be examined by the membership committee. This committee shall examine the character of said candidates and their standing with respect to their separation from the world and unto the Lord. They shall instruct them as to the church constitution and covenant. (Copy shall be given to candidates at time of examination.) Any person may become a member of this church upon recommendation of the Board of Deacons and by vote of the church.

a. Upon profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, having been born from above, having accepted the faith and practices of this church and having been immersed, one may then be received into membership. The ‘right hand of fellowship’ may then be extended by the Pastor or Deacons.

b. By letter from some other church of like faith and order.

c. Upon statement of Christian experience, if previously baptized by immersion.

d. By restoration if having been excluded from membership of this church and upon confession of his errors.

SECTION 2. Church Covenant

Having been led by the Holy Spirit to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, and on the public confession of our faith, having been immersed in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God and this assembly, solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one body in Christ.

We purpose, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this church in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to attend its services regularly; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrines; to give it a sacred preeminence over all institutions of human origin; to give faithfully of time and talent in its activities; to contribute cheerfully and regularly, as God has prospered us, to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel throughout all nations.

We also purpose to maintain family and private devotions; to train our children according to the Word of God; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our conduct; to avoid all gossip, backbiting, and unrighteous anger; to abstain from all forms of activity, which dishonor our Lord Jesus Christ; to be zealous in our efforts to advance the cause of Christ our Savior; and to give Him preeminence in all things. We also purpose to abstain from the sale and use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and any other forms of activity, which dishonors our Lord Jesus Christ.

Because of the many different 'fads' and opinions concerning proper appearance for God's servants and because we have a Christian School ministry with a standard of conduct and dress, we as a church covet together to set a minimum standard for ourselves when we stand before the congregation as a part of our service. This standard is designed to bring consistency in our appearance and is a guide to us and those whom we ask to minister to us and is not to be applied to anyone who fellowships with us. Ladies should wear skirts or dresses with the length to be at least to the top of the knee. For the men, hair shall not be over the eyes, the ears, or collar. Facial hair shall be neat and trimmed. Jackets or sweaters, shirt and tie, should be worn while before the congregation. This guide is not a law but a suggested standard and is flexible to meet the unique requirements of special occasions.

We also purpose to encourage one another in the blessed hope of our Lord's return; to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation and mindful of the rules of our Savior, to seek it without delay.

We moreover purpose that when we remove from this place, we will, as soon as possible, unite with some other church of like faith and order where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God's Word. In the event there is no such church, we shall seek, with the Lord's help to establish one.

SECTION 3. Dismissal of Members

Dismissal from this church shall be:

a. By death

b. By letter
A letter for dismissal for the purpose of uniting with some other church of like faith and order shall be granted to members in good standing upon recommendation of the Board of Deacons and by vote of the church.

c. By exclusion
In all cases involving gross immorality, and in case of delinquency through failure to comply with the covenant obligations and constitutional requirements, members may be excluded when it is so recommended by the Deacons and approved by a vote of the church.  Excluded members may be restored to fellowship and membership upon confession of their error and upon giving evidence of repentance.

d. By request for erasure
When a member requests that his or her name be erased from the church roll, and no charges have been preferred against such member, the Board of Deacons shall investigate, and if they are satisfied that said member cannot be reclaimed, they shall present to the church a recommendation that the name be erased from the membership roll. The church may act immediately upon such recommendations.

e. By failure to participate
Any member who having opportunity and has not contributed to the assembly of the First Baptist Church of Hartland by attendance for a period of six months will have their membership reviewed by the Pastor and Deacons. They may, on a vote of the church body, be removed from the church roll.

SECTION 4. Discipline

The church shall observe and administer the discipline as set forth in the New Testament. Any member who give evidence of practicing sin, or neglecting the attendance and duties of the church, shall be rebuked in the spirit of love with a view to their spiritual well being. Any member who persists in sin after having been rebuked shall have their case brought before the church and if evidence of repentance is not had, they shall be suspended until such time as they repent.

a. Scriptural stand for discipline
"Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church but if he neglects to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican." Matthew 18:15-17

"But now have I written unto you not to keep company if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one know not to eat." 
I Corinthians 5:11
"Now we command you, brethren, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly and not after the tradition which he received of us." II Thessalonians 3:6

b. Members who disregard their covenant obligations
It shall be the duty of the Board of Deacons to seek to reclaim those members who disregard their covenant obligations. When in any case they are satisfied that the member cannot be reclaimed, they shall present to the church a recommendation that the name of the delinquent member be erased from the membership roll. Upon such action taken by the church, said member shall thereafter cease to be a member of this church.

SECTION 5. Nonresident Members

These are members who are living in other communities or states so far removed from the church that they are unable to maintain consistent contact with the ministry of this church.

1. Members, upon moving, shall, without delay, furnish the pastor with their new post office address, and the name and address of the nearest church of like faith and order.

2. Members moving to a community where there is no church of like faith and order should without unnecessary delay transfer their membership to said church.

3. Members moving to a community where there is church of like faith and order should, without unnecessary delay, transfer their membership to said church.

4. The names of members, nonresident for a period of one year, who have disregarded their covenant obligations in respect to the transfer of their membership upon moving, and have not communicated with the church for a period of one year, may, upon recommendation of the Board of Deacons and by vote of the church, be erased from the membership roll.

ARTICLE V--ELECTIONS

SECTION 1. Quorum

Twenty members, qualified voters, shall constitute a quorum. A majority of such members present, and voting, at any regular business meeting shall be sufficient to decide any questions presented, unless otherwise provided by this constitution.

SECTION 2. Qualification of Voters

All matters pertaining to the purchase, sale, or mortgaging of property shall be voted on by members of this church who are of legal age. A member of the church must be 16 years of age to vote at a business meeting of the church.

SECTION 3. Procedure

The Nominating Committee shall present to the church at the annual election of officers meeting, the names of one or more persons for each office to be filled. Upon presentation of said report, it shall be the privilege of any member present, qualified to vote, to place in nomination the name of any eligible person for any office, not so nominated. All offices can be elected individually by an indication of upraised hands.

ARTICLE VI--OFFICERS

SECTION 1. List of Officers

The officers of this church shall be the pastor, the deacons, the trustees, the Sunday School Superintendent, Assistant Sunday School Superintendent, the financial secretary, the treasurer, the moderator, and the clerk.

SECTION 2. Qualifications of Officers

All officers shall be members of this church in good standing. All officers shall be informed as to the duties pertaining to their respective offices.
SECTION 3. Term of Officers
The annual election of officers shall be held during the third week of July each year.  Officers shall assume office immediately following the turn of the new fiscal year.  Unless otherwise provided for, all officers shall be elected for a period of one year.

SECTION 4. Limit of Offices Held

No person shall hold more than two offices in any given year.

SECTION 5. Resignation of Officers

Resignation of officers should be in writing to the church, and be effective on the date specified in the resignation.

SECTION 6. Delinquent Officers

Any officer who has been delinquent in faithfully performing his duties may be dismissed from said office upon recommendation of the Board of Deacons and a three-fourths vote of the church.

SECTION 7. Vacancies

Vacancies occurring during the year may be filled for the unexpired term at any business meeting. The nominating committee shall present to the church, nominees for the vacancies to be filled.

ARTICLE VII--DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND BOARDS

SECTION 1. Duties of the Pastor (elder, bishop-synonymous names for the same position)

The duties of the pastor shall be those common to such office in Baptist churches. He shall preach the Gospel, administer the ordinances, watch over his membership, promote the spiritual interests of the church, organize and develop its strength for the best possible service. He shall be an ex-officio member of all boards and committees of the church and its auxiliary organizations.  The pastor shall automatically become a member of our church upon assuming his pastoral duties.
SECTION 2. Duties of the Board of Deacons

The Board of Deacons shall consist of five or more members. They shall be chosen as nearly as possible for their administrative ability and spiritual life as defined in the Scriptures, I Timothy 3:8-13. They shall be the Pastor's close advisors and helpers in all matters pertaining to the spiritual well-being and general care of members of the church. It shall be the duties of the Deacons, together with the Pastor, to consider all applications for church membership and all requests for letters of dismissal. The Deacons shall investigate the causes for members neglecting their church covenant; they shall cooperate with the Pastor in visiting the members who are sick, needy, or distressed. The Deacons will assist the Pastor in serving the Lord's Supper. They shall make arrangements for suitable pulpit supply when the need occurs in the absence of the Pastor. They shall have the responsibility of reviewing the church roll once a year. It will also be their responsibility with the Superintendent of Sunday School and the Assistant Superintendent to oversee the Christian Education area of the church.

SECTION 3. Duties of the Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees shall consist of three or more members. The Board of Trustees shall hold in trust all property belonging to the church, and shall take all necessary measures for its protection, management, and upkeep. They shall not sell or encumber the real estate or other property of the church unless authorized to do so by a three-fourths vote of the members present at a meeting of the church called for the purpose of considering such transaction. Such a meeting of the church must be called in accordance with the provisions of the laws of the State of Maine, which govern the selling or encumbering of the church property.

SECTION 4. Duties of the Sunday School Superintendent

It shall be the duty of the superintendent to assume charge of the school and its various departments, to promote its affairs so as to promote its success. Reports concerning all matters pertaining to the school are to be given to the church at the annual business meeting.

SECTION 5. Duties of the Assistant Sunday School Superintendent

It shall be the duty of the Assistant Sunday School Superintendent to help in any way possible the Superintendent in the exercise of his duties and to assume charge of the school in the Superintendent's absence.

SECTION 6. Duties of the Financial Secretary

The Financial Secretary shall provide packets of offering envelopes to all who will use them for the expense offerings and the benevolence offerings of the church. He shall keep proper record of all monies that comes in through envelopes or other means whereby records may be kept, such as that which comes in by check. Such records of individuals shall be held in strictest confidence and only revealed to the finance committee or an authorized person of the Internal Revenue Service for the purpose of supporting the contributions claimed on tax returns of an individual contributor concerning his own record of giving.

SECTION 7. Duties of the Treasurer

The Treasurer shall be custodian of all expense funds of the church and all money contributed by donors through the church channels for benevolence purposes. He shall keep careful records of all offerings and monies received, shall pay all bills on order of the church, and shall dispense benevolence monies strictly on the basis of the items within the budget toward which contributions have been made.

He shall keep a true record of both expense and benevolence monies and shall make reports to the church when requested to do so by the church. The Treasurer will present the books, receipts, and all papers pertaining to the office to the Trustees for examination. The treasurer will prepare and present a detailed financial statement covering the entire year at the annual meeting of the church.

SECTION 8. Duties of the Moderator

The Pastor will act as Moderator at all business meetings. The elected Moderator will have charge of any business meeting conducted during the Pastor's absence or during such meetings as is deemed necessary by the Pastor.

SECTION 9. Duties of the Clerk

The Clerk shall keep a correct and permanent record of all the business meetings of the church, sign all letters of dismissal, take charge of all church records, and maintain a register of members in which shall be noted such changes as may occur. The Clerk shall enter upon the records of the church current events in the life of the church that are likely to be of historical value, thus making the church records a continuous story of the history of the church.  The church shall elect the Clerk annually.

ARICLE VIII--COMMITTEES

SECTION 1. Finance Committee

The Finance Committee shall be composed of the Treasurer, Financial Secretary, and the Board of Trustees. They shall devise proper methods for raising funds and see that proper records of receipts and disbursements are provided. They shall present a tentative budget to the church at least ten days before the annual meeting. Bills not already approved by the church must be passed by this committee before they can be paid. Their power shall be limited to bills not exceeding $25.00 at any time. They shall assist the Treasurer in the receiving of the weekly offerings.

SECTION 2. Nominating Committee

At least two months before the annual election of officers, the church shall appoint a nominating committee to nominate all officers and committees for the new fiscal year. The committee's report shall be announced or otherwise placed before the church at least two weeks before the election of officers, the third week of July.

SECTION 3. Music Committee

There shall be a Music Committee composed of the Choir Director, Organist, and Pianist. The Music Committee's responsibility is to see that appropriate music is presented at the church services.

SECTION 4. Pulpit Committee

When the church is in need of a pastor, a Pulpit Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Deacons and endorsed by the church for the purpose of recommending to the church a desirable candidate for the pulpit. No consideration shall be given by the church to any candidate who is not first recommended to the church by the Pulpit Committee. The members of this committee: the Board of Deacons and such members at large as the church will deem necessary.

SECTION 5. Membership Committee

The Membership Committee is to be composed of the Pastor and the Board of Deacons. The responsibility of this committee is to instruct candidates for membership as to the covenant and constitutional duties to which a member is required. Upon making clear the obligations of a member of Christ's church, the candidate for membership will be asked as to his decision for membership. When the need for baptism arises, the Pastor shall instruct said candidate in baptismal classes. Said candidate, who has been instructed in covenant constitutional obligations and has been immersed, can then become a member of this church upon the recommendation of the Board of Deacons to the church. A three-fourths vote by those present is necessary for acceptance of the membership.

SECTION 6. Flower and Card Committee – (Amended July 27, 1994)
The Flower and Card Committee shall consist of three or more members. It is the responsibility of this committee to send cards and flowers to the sick and bereaved. Flowers are to be sent to any church member who is in the hospital three days or more, or upon the death of a member or one of his immediate family. This committee is to order flowers for special occasions at the church, and to prepare proper floral arrangements for the sanctuary.

SECTION 7. Missionary Committee – (Amended July 27, 1994)
The Missionary Committee shall consist of five or more members. It shall be their responsibility to be knowledgeable of the current status of each missionary family supported by the church and to bring before the church on a periodic basis such information, as they deem right and necessary. They shall be responsible for assisting the Pastor concerning the missionary emphasis of the church.

SECTION 8. Fellowship Committee

The Fellowship Committee shall consist of five or more members. The committee shall be responsible for the provision of food at organized social times, plus seeing that tables are set up, etc., and returned to their proper places upon completion of function.

SECTION 9. Transportation Committee – (Amended July 27, 1994)
The Transportation Committee shall consist of the Pastor, one trustee, and three members at large (one who would act as secretary). The Committee shall be responsible for setting up transportation routes, promotion of and caring for the transportation ministry, and obtaining drivers who have been approved by the Trustees.

SECTION 10. Ushers

Ushers shall be church members, and be elected once a year for the purpose of conducting duties suitable to ushering. They shall police the flow of traffic within the church during Sunday School and worship hours. They shall have charge of the comfort of the people during these services. They shall greet visitors, see that they are properly placed, help in parking, and when other activities in the church demand the same, they shall be obligated.

SECTION 11. Education Advisory Committee – (Added July 27, 1994)
The Education Advisory Committee shall consist of three or more members. The Committee shall be responsible for advising the school board (deacons), at their request, concerning issues relating to Hartland Christian School. This non-voting committee shall be comprised of members who have children attending Hartland Christian School.

SECTION 12. Visitation Committee – (Added July 27, 1994)
The Visitation Committee shall consist of three or more members. The Committee shall be responsible for overseeing the visitation program in general with special concentration on first-time visitors and visitation to the sick, hospitalized, and shut-ins.

ARTICLE IX--ORDINANCES

SECTION 1. Baptism

Baptism shall be pre-requisite for membership in the church, it being fully understood that the ordinance is not necessary for salvation. The baptism shall be administered with the approval of the Pastor and the Board of Deacons. The mode of baptism will be by immersion.

SECTION 2. The Lord's Supper

The Lord's Supper shall be administered the first Sunday of every month, following the evening service, or at such time as the church may decide.

ARTICLE X--MEETINGS

SECTION 1. Devotional Meetings

A. The church shall meet regularly each Lord's Day, morning and evening, for public worship and preaching of the Gospel.

B. A meeting of the church Sunday School shall be held each Sunday morning for the study and teaching of the Bible.

C. The church shall meet at least once every week for prayer, testimony, and Bible study.

SECTION 2. Fiscal Year

The fiscal year of the church shall begin on the first day of September and close on the last day of August each year.

SECTION 3. Business Meetings

A. The annual meeting of the church shall be held during the week following the first week in September. At this meeting, the annual reports of officers, boards, committees, and auxiliary organizations shall be reviewed, and the transactions of other such business as is proper to come before the meeting.

B. The annual election of officers shall be held during the third week of July.

C. Special meetings may be called by the Pastor or by the chairman of the Board of Deacons, providing it has been announced at the services of the Sunday prior to the meeting. In any case of emergency, it is necessary that all church officers be notified.  A quorum of twenty voting members is necessary for such a meeting to be in effect.

ARTICLE XI--CALLING A PASTOR

SECTION 1. Candidates

Upon the occasion of the death or removal of a pastor, the church shall approve a representative pulpit committee. It shall be the duty of this committee to take necessary steps to secure a pastor.  The committee shall investigate the merits of his preaching ability, and in regards to determining his fitness for said pastorate. Each candidate shall be a man of good report and in good standing in fundamental and evangelical circles. When a suitable man is found, the committee shall recommend him to the church at a business meeting for consideration. To provide for his election, a three-fourths vote of members present, eligible to vote, will be necessary before a call is extended. Not more than one candidate is to be considered and acted upon at any given time.

SECTION 2. Term and Salary

The pastor shall be called for an indefinite period of time. The salary shall be fixed at the time of the call, and may be changed by the vote of the church at any regular business meeting. The salary shall be paid in weekly installments.

SECTION 3. Termination of Office

The pastoral relationship may be terminated by either the pastor or the church with the provision of one month's notification on the part of the pastor or the church. By mutual consent, the pastoral relationship may be terminated earlier. When personal matters, which concern the pastor, are being considered in any business meeting, he and his family shall retire from the meeting until such time as the discussion ceases. Termination of office shall be voted at a business meeting, notice of such meeting and its purpose having been read from the pulpit the Sunday prior to the meeting. A three-fourths vote of the members present and voting shall make a valid termination of said office.

ARTICLE XII--MISSIONARIES
It is expected that full or partial support of missionaries will be undertaken in an expanding fashion as the church grows and the Lord leads. The missionaries to be considered for support shall be presented by the Board of Deacons. It is the responsibility of this Board to investigate the credentials of all prospective missionaries. A two-thirds majority of members present, and voting, at a regularly scheduled meeting is required for acceptance of any missionary.

No new missionary or missionary organization shall be supported unless the missionary or organization shall subscribe to the doctrinal statement of the church. If a supported missionary or missionary organization changes any doctrinal position to differ from the doctrinal statement of the church, they shall notify the Board of Deacons. The Board of Deacons shall review the disagreeing belief to determine if it warrants discontinuation of support. The congregation shall be notified of the decision.

No liberal work or secular organization will be supported through the church. (Amended February 12, 2012)
ARTICLE XIII—WOMEN’S MISSIONARY UNION
The Women’s Missionary Union will consist of a group of Ladies who will choose their own officers. The officers shall be church members. They will perform Hospital Chaplaincy-like duties. They will have charge of the missionary chest, and assist the Missionary Committee when called upon to do so. Monthly meetings will be held, or more often if deemed necessary.

ARTICLE XIV--AUXILIARY ORGANIZATIONS
SECTION 1. Relationship to Church

All organizations shall be subject to the church and shall make annual reports in writing to the church. They shall submit policies and programs to the church for confirmation. Policies and programs of said organizations shall be drawn so as not to conflict with the constitution of the church. Failure to work in harmony with the church shall be cause for disbanding such organizations. This can be done by vote of the church.

SECTION 2. Qualifications of Auxiliary Officers

The officers of all adult auxiliary organizations shall be members of this church in good standing and elected by their respective organizations.

SECTION 3. Time of Meetings

Meetings of auxiliary organizations may be held at such times as will not conflict with the regular meetings of the church.

ARTICLE XV--HARTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

The Hartland Christian School is an integral part of the ministry of the First Baptist Church of Hartland. It has been established to fulfill the need of the members of this assembly to train their children in the teachings of the Bible as well as provide an academic education in a Christian atmosphere by Christian teachers. The objective of this school is to produce leaders for our assembly and our community who are well trained and Christ-like in their character: people who know how to live as well as make a living.

The duties of the Administrator of Hartland Christian School shall be those incumbent with the day-to-day operations of a school, such as supervision of curriculum, discipline, accounts, admissions, and personnel. He will act as chief supervisor of the policies established by the School Board.

Hartland Christian School Board shall be composed of the Board of Deacons. This Board should not consist of the Administrator or teachers.

ARTICLE XVI--BEREAN BIBLE INSTITUTE

(Added August 18, 1993)
(Text to be inserted)

ARTICLE XVII--DIRECTOR OF MINISTRIES

(Added August 18, 1993)
(Text to be inserted)

ARTICLE XVIII--AMENDMENTS

This constitution may be revised or amended at any business meeting of the church provided that a two-week's notice of such revisions or alterations should be posted in the church in writing or announced from the pulpit for a period of two consecutive Sundays prior to said meeting. A three-fourths vote of eligible voting members present is necessary to carry an amendment or revision of this Doctrinal Statement and Constitution.
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